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By Brooke Wangsgard 
2 
Contemplating the lace-like fabric of streams outspread over the 
mountains, we are reminded that everything is flowing – going 
somewhere, animals and so-called lifeless rocks as well as water. 
Thus the snow flows fast or slow in grand beauty-making glaciers 
and avalanches; the air in majestic floods carrying minerals, 
plant leaves, seeds, spores, with streams of music and fragrance; 
water streams carrying rocks both in solution and in the form of 
mud particles, sand, pebbles, and boulders. Rocks flow from vol-
canoes like water from springs, and animals flock together and 
flow in currents modified by stepping, leaping, gliding, flying, 
swimming, etc. While the stars go streaming through space 
pulsed on and on forever like blood globules in Nature’s warm 
heart. 
~ John Muir* 
* JOHN MUIR, MY FIRST SUMMER IN THE SIERRA (Houghton Mifflin Comp.,
The Riverside Press Cambridge, 1911), available at http://www.gutenberg.org/ 
files/32540/32540-h/32540-h.htm. 
